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30 This Response is submitted in response to the outstanding final Office 

Action, dated January 10, 2003. Claims 1 through 22 are presently pending in the above- 
identified patent application. No additional fee is due. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 1 through 22 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Amrany (United States Patent Number 

35 5,319,585). 

The present invention is directed to a method and apparatus for reducing 
the complexity of reduced state sequence estimation (RSSE) techniques for a given 
number of states while also reducing the critical path problem. The intersymbol 
interference due to the less significant tail taps of the channel impulse response is 
40 processed with a lower complexity cancellation algorithm using tentative decisions, while 
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